
Noon Bible Study: 2 Samuel 16-17 

2 Samuel 16:5-8 - Shimei “Greets” David & His Men 
 

v. 5 - Bahurim was a village in Benjamin, the tribe/region Saul was from.  Shimei is from Saul’s family and a Saul loyalist. 
 
2 Samuel 16:9-14 - David’s response to Shimei 
 

David is not angered by Shimei’s words.  Instead he is resigned to the LORD’s will in his life.  If Shimei is cursing on the LORD’s 
behalf (which we see no confirmation of) then let it be.  If not, then he is simply a fool speaking foolishly.  David is going to 
ignore him, as difficult as that would have been, since he was throwing rocks along with his insults. 

 
v. 13 - Shimei travels with them for a little while, cursing and throwing rocks the whole time. 

 
v. 14 - David and his men arrive at the Jordan river according to the Greek version of the OT, the Septuagint (LXX). The ESV, NAB, 
NLT include this in their English versions. 

 
2 Samuel 16:15-19 - Absalom in Jerusalem.  Hushai accepted as advisor. 
 

Ahithophel - David’s former cabinet level advisor who has sided with Absalom and legitimized Absalom’s rebellion. 
 

2 Samuel 15:12 - And Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David's counselor, from his city Giloh, while he was 
offering the sacrifices. And the conspiracy was strong, for the people increased continually with Absalom.  

 
2 Samuel 15:31 - Now someone told David, saying, "Ahithophel is among the conspirators with Absalom." And David said, 
"O LORD, I pray, make the counsel of Ahithophel foolishness."  

 
Hushai the Archite - David’s friend and advisor who leaves David’s band to infiltrate the counselors of Absalom. 

 
2 Samuel 15:34 - "But if you (Hushai) return to the city, and say to Absalom, 'I will be your servant, O king; as I have 
been your father's servant in time past, so I will now be your servant,' then you can thwart the counsel of Ahithophel 
for me.  

 
2 Samuel 16:20-23 - Absalom follows Ahithophel’s counsel, has “relations” with David’s concubines 
 

This is a strange and, for us, inappropriate act.  It was a public showing of Absalom claiming David’s concubines as his own, on 
the roof of David’s palace.  Absalom is clearly claiming the throne of David and brazenly making that statement. 

 
This was one of the primary ways the prophecy of Nathan after David’s sin with Bathsheba is fulfilled.  Remember what Nathan said 
to David: 

 
2 Samuel 12:9-12 - 'Why have you despised the word of the LORD by doing evil in His sight? You have struck down Uriah 
the Hittite with the sword, have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the sons of Ammon.  
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10 'Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me and have taken the wife 
of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.'  11 "Thus says the LORD, 'Behold, I will raise up evil against you from your own 
household; I will even take your wives before your eyes and give them to your companion, and he will lie with your wives 
in broad daylight.  12 'Indeed you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, and under the sun.'" 

 
In a strange way, the shocking and disgusting act of Absalom gives David, and the reader generations later, a sense of the way 
God must have viewed David’s sin against Uriah and with Bathsheba.  We often look at other’s sin as repulsive and wrong and evil 
- yet we excuse, rationalize and whitewash our own sins against God.  In reality, the stench of sin is as potent from our lives 
to God, even when in secret, as someone else’s public and open sin might be to us.  David is learning this lesson firsthand, 
perhaps we can learn it secondhand through this story. 

 
2 Samuel 17:1-14 - Two different counselors, which one will the king heed? 
 

v. 1-4 - Ahithophel’s counsel is for Absalom to attack David with a large band (12,000 men) in the middle of the night.  This plan 
is designed to scare off the small group of loyalists to David and leaving David alone to be killed.  This plan pleases Absalom 
and the other elders of Israel (v. 4) 

 
v. 5-13 - Interestingly, Absalom calls for Hushai to give his advice, even after being pleased with Ahithophel’s plan.  Hushai 
discourages Ahithophel’s idea for a few reasons.  First, he reminds Absalom that David is an experienced soldier.  He suggests 
that David would not be foolish enough to sleep with the larger group of citizens who have joined him.  Secondly, David and his 
men are incredibly skilled and would not flee from a fight, even if outnumbered.  It is likely that they would in fact have 
success against Absalom’s troops and as word traveled that David had a victory, even if a small one, the hearts of the people 
would be endeared to David as a result.  Hushai suggest Absalom gather the entire army of Israel against David and that 
Absalom lead them personally (v. 11).  If he is going to be the new leader and king, he should lead as one. 
 
The plan of Hushai is found more favorable to Absalom.  In a sense Hushai appeals to to Absalom’s insecurity (he’s not as skilled 
as his father/the people might turn on him) and his pride (lead the army yourself).  He is also suggesting a plan that will take 
more time to pull together, thus giving David more time to respond. 
 
Politically speaking Ahithophel’s advice was good.   

 
“Ahithophel makes the very sound proposal to attack and kill David immediately. With no one else to turn to, he says, 
the whole country would embrace Absalom. If this “good counsel” (v. 14) had been followed, it is likely that David, 
whose large group was indeed weary and discouraged(17:2 & 16:14), would have been defeated” (ESV Study Bible, 2 Sam 
17:1-23)” 

  
2 Samuel 17:15-16 - Word sent to David via loyal priests through Hushai 
 
2 Samuel 17:17-22 - Spies spotted.  Spies hide.  Word reaches David. 
 
2 Samuel 17:23 - Ahithophel’s suicide 
 

Clearly Ahithophel’s identity was wrapped up in his position.  He is not rebuked or punished for having a different plan for the 
king to follow, but he is so devastated by Absalom not going with his advice, that it leads him to death. 

  
2 Samuel 17:24-29 - David and Absalom on a collision course.  The LORD provides for David, this time through foreign allies 
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